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550-15X              XJ Cherokee Rock Bumper 
Olympic 4x4 Products are serv iced by our f actory.  We provide answers to installation questions.  We ship parts ASAP.  Try us 
bef ore the hassle of returning Olympic 4x4 Products to your retailer or mail order specialist. On some model jeeps you must 

remov e or trim the plastic quarter panel/ bumper ends.  We have found that a roto tool can do f airly clean cuts.  We simply cut 
straight down f ollowing the back of the taillight.  These are just suggestions; y ou may have another way of trimming the plastic 

panels.   

For assistance please call (800) 777-0878. 

                  
 
Parts list 
Rock Rear Bumper 
2 Bumper mounting brackets 

                      
                             Rock Rear Bumper.                                                  Bumper mounting brackets L&R. 
 
Hardware list 
Qty Description 
10 7/16” X 1 1/2” Hex head bolt 
10 7/16” Flat washer 
10 7/16” Flange nut 
 
Tools needed 
3/8” or 1/2” drive ratchet wrench    Optional tools (varies depending on application) 
Socket sizes: 5/8, 11/16”, 15mm    Loc-Tite (light or medium strength)     
Open end wrench sizes: 5/8”, 11/16”, and 15mm.  Drill motor and ½” drill bit 
Socket extension or 15mm deep socket   Angle grinder or sawzall or similar metal cutting dev ice 
 
 
NOTE:  Depending on model year (84-95) the bumper will have about a 1” gap between the top of the bumper and 
the bottom of the tailgate.  On newer Cherokees (96-01) there will be about 5/8” of a gap.  This gap allows use of 
our 700-Tire swing to be bolted on without any modifications. 
 
Step 1. Remove the factory bumper by removing the 4 #15 metric bolts from each of the two (2) rear bumper 
mounting brackets from the vehicles unit-body construction. Save these bolts, they will be re-used to mount the 
bumper mounting brackets. 
 
Note: To gain access to these bolts you must open the rear hatch.  On some Jeeps the stock rear bumper has 
plastic flap that covers the gap between the bumper and the jeeps body, this must be removed to gain access to the 
bumper mounting bolts.  On some models that have wrap around rear plastic quarter panel covers, you must either 
remove the covers or trim them so that they do not interfere with the bumper.   



550-15X 

 2 

Photo 1 
 

Step 2.  Install the driver side mounting bracket by placing the driver side mounting bracket over the existing OEM 
bumper mounting holes and securing the bumper mounting bracket using 4 of the OEM #15 metric bolts.  You may 
want to apply a light/medium strength loc-tite to these bolts.  See photo 1. 

 
Step 3. Install the passenger side mounting bracket by placing the passenger side mounting bracket over the 
existing OEM bumper mounting holes and securing the bumper mounting bracket using 4 of the OEM #15 metric 
bolts. You may want to apply a light/medium strength loc-tite to these bolts. 

                  
               Photo 2                                            Photo 3                                                 Photo 4 
 
Note: The end of the mounting bracket with the narrow spaced holes will face towards the outside of the jeep and 
the narrow spaced holes will line up with 2 empty holes in the jeep’s unit-body.  In the 2 narrow spaced holes you 
will then install a 7/16” hex head bolt and a flat washer in each of the holes.  On the backside of the sheet metal 
secure those 7/16” bolts by placing a flat washer on, then secure the bolts with 7/16” flange nuts.   On some year 
Jeeps, the passenger side-mounting bracket will not fit because there is some sheet metal that interferes with the 
mounting bracket.  You must trim the sheet metal as shown in photo 4, the white lines show where you need to 
make the cuts.  You must also enlarge the far right narrow spaced bottom hole in the sheet metal to allow a 7/16” 
hex head bolt to be installed in that hole when the mounting bracket is in place.  In photo 3, an arrow points to the 
hole that needs to be enlarged and also shows the sheet metal after the cutting was done.  See photos 2, 3, & 4.  
Also note that on this application pictured, the Cherokee has an aftermarket trailer hitch and the rear bracket 
needed to be notched so that it clears the trailer hitch mounting nuts.  If you do have a trailer hitch you may choose 
to notch the bumper mounting bracket or change or remove that one nut or nut plate on your trailer hitch, this also 
depends on the style and make of your trailer hitch because some hitches are different and do not require any 
modifications. 
 
Step 4. Slide the Rock bumper over the mounting brackets and align the holes in the bumper with the holes in the 
mounting brackets.  The bumper might be a tight fit over the mounting brackets, it is suggested that you use a light 
oil to allow you to install the bumper easier.   
 
Step 5. Secure bumper to mounting brackets with 7/16” X 1 1/2” hex head bolts, flat washers and 7/16” flange nuts.  
Do this by installing a flat washer on the 7/16” hex head bolt and inserting in through the bumper and then through 
the mounting bracket, then secure using a 7/16” flange nut.  To ease the instil lation of installing the bolts in the 
bottom mounting bracket and bumper, install the 7/16” X 1 1/2” hex head bolt with a flat washer through the inside 
of the bumper with the threads pointing downward.  Four 7/16” hex head bolts will be used for each side to secure 
the bumper to the mounting brackets.  We recommend using loc-tite on all of the bumper mounting bolts.  
 
Step 6. Check tightness on all nuts and bolts.  After 500 miles or first off-road trip, re-check tightness of all nuts and 
bolts. 


